
. CHRISTMAS TIME IN THE VIRGINIA STATE PENITENTIARY

Common wealth*, unlike corporations,'
arn permlttc.i 10 'have souls. T?!^v
may show Inercy lu in- tempering at
Justice; ihey may even show generos¬
ity. Thoy may Instil some joy Int',
what they intenil to he In the main a

joyles., nf.-, and In doing it is pos-slide thoy niav help to a . .oni;.H*.i thai
truo aim V modern punishments.tin
reformation of the offender.

So It is that when Christinas er»:»'*
t'ic men ;ln(i women who arr shut up
lu the State's great prison Sn oxpi; .

ti^n of Cielr crimes-1.or, to- throw .\
top to the sociologist at one: and be
done with it. the crimes whleh t.uslt
ancestry or (heir invlronmenl e >ni-
ntslled them to commit-.are nn :.«...
quired to grind out the monotony of
their daily lives :u the .-ho-: bench
without tome glimpse'of holldav-p-ak-
ing. The Commonwealth. In the propei
perilous of the hoard of directors and
tho superintendent, s-!"s to it that
some gleam of sunshl.ie ones In bhd
makes them realize that tjl.l Wut Id
outside lie< t the day an 1 tint the
State docs not wish i dVpilv? it--
prl.soncrt of even th-- ihoutfhf of th*
season which makes ihc Oil 'isil.tri
world glad.

All *>bnrc In hay.
It may well happen, then that coii-

victs immured behind walls sur¬
mounted by a man with a forbidding
gun. will -'tnki- Chrb'tmas" more thttn
they bud a eh in- .. I . it hohio '/btn
th°y were ybiihjc. They may vv.ell r/.avc
hid empty stocking;- In years ironc-l-y
. to go thus far did no farther Into
criminology.those empty stockings,
with their concomitants, may have
had poiiietlilnc to do with the apecillc
offenses which finally made i'.tcfc hen
outcasts from human society ai.d
wOltctl put u| on them the brand o-i llic
criminal.
The nature of the work which the

Inmates do for tli( prison labor'contrac¬
tor has been much in tho public eye
of late that It i- probable most load¬
ers know already that 'he men arc
civor. set lasks. Accomplished, these
ta.'ks au regarded as Bufflcleiil energy
expended for the state. In other hours,
the men and women are at liberty to
continue their labnrn In the making of
shoes, and for this the shoo company
pays them a w age. This money is t hell-
own property, to do with as they please
in any lawful' way not conflicting with
the peace and good order of Hie olato
Penitentiary.

liny Mnkr .Hone].
.Men who arc proficient in the ta.-,ks

lo which they have been sei. can soon

surpass the quoia expected of (hem. If
they are industrious and continue to
study the trade, they can soon earn »

tidy sum. which thoy spend or eaye,,
according to the principles which they
have learned from Infancy, and Just
like the people outside do. Probably
nioftt of them .spend It, but that Is nei¬
ther here nor there, nor. Indeed, would
they differ from the majority of free
people In doing so.

Naturally, men who are ineffably
thickheaded or who uro sullenly waste¬
ful or designedly Incompetent, are not
oeslrcd by the shoo company. Put It
lias to take them. It Is unlikely that
they are employed for cash:
When Christmas approaches some

of those men who are earning actual
Tiioney. which all In the shoe shops
have a chance to do, begin to think of
the people at home. Some, of (hem
have no people at home; some of tboso
people-at home, prefer lo forget tho
exlstcnco of those who have dragged

tho family name- in the du6t of. hls-
honor; some of them donVcarc. 'Per¬
haps n great majority prefer to use
their money for themselves. But It. Is
true that quite a number keep In close
touch with home folks and buy pres¬
ents for them at Christmas-tide. This
has been going on for more than two
weeks. Perhaps many a mothrr has
wept nnd prayed over some remem¬
brance bought by a wayward boy from
the earnings of his own hands In extra
labor at the penitentiary. ,

Convict* "Send Out."
"Sending out" Is a .privilege greatly

beloved .by. the prisoners. 1». is one not

We are way ahead of others in our line.Diamonds, Watches,
Jewelry, etc. No matter how large or small your gift may be,
you arc sure to find the proper article here. You "save from 25
to 40 per cent, by buying from us. Save money while you can.
We have at all times special bargains in exclusive and attractive
Jewelry of quality.Diamonds, W'atches and Silverware, Cut
Glass, etc, which we guarantee to sell far below real value.
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to be. despised, nor to be parted with
lightly or unadvisedly. Good behavior
marks are especially valuablo when
this privilege Is.sought. Guards have
done nrueh work in tho >way of buying!little presents in the shops of Richmond
during the past week or'two. The]convicts may sec them beforo they go!
out and may know that the remem¬
brancer have been sent to their desti¬
nations.
But if.many "send out" for presentsfor others, many moro "send out" for

delicacies for themselves. They buy
sweet- stuffs and .fruits and anything
within .reason .which they may wish.
Tho money Is theirs, and they may
spend It Just, as has been previously
said, like folks. on the outside do on
that which is helpful or healthful or
Indigestible or harmless or harmful.

In the cells these : little purchases
add to the Christmas dinner of many
a convict. They furnish conversation
for the long hours of idleness and
thoughts for wakeful moments.

All Are- Remembered.
Here comes In one of the acts which

Indicate that the Commonwealth of
Virginia has a soul. Thero-are many
men who have no opportunity to cam
money In tho shoe shops. There are
trusties, who work about the. yards and
garden and about the superintendent's
bouse. There arc men who stay in the
general offices. Tliore aro men who
assist the Bortillon clerk and who cook
and who serve rations and do aU manner
of tilings. There aro alwaysnicn and
women tu the hospital.
To these go small norms of-money

from the treasury of tho penltenfary
itself, by order of Superintendent
James B. Wood, and with tho consent
of the directors. The amounts aro not
large.cannot be, in the nature of
things.but they are enough to show
that the State had an interest In tho
convicts and does not propose to with¬
hold from them' the small Joys of
Chrlstmos-tlde. ¦'.
With this money thr recipients "send

out" and buy their presents or their
delicacies and fill somebody else's
stocklngr-or their own, as their senti¬
ment .or reason or inclination may
point out.
And If Superintendent Wood extends

this benefaction to some who' havo
a chance to'make money for .them¬
selves in the shoo shops, but who will
not, It'Is unlikely that any one will1
,be found who will blame, him. Per¬
haps, if be could look back for sov-

WASH DA \ AT PRISON.
cral generations he would not hcBl-1late to give; perhaps ho ltnows It Is
not best lo take the risk of addingfuel to a smoldering flame of hatred
against all the world.not best f«>«
the convict or the State or for society
at large.

How They Are Fed.
And then the Christmas dinner.
Dost the Commonwealth should patitself on the- iback after having read

what has gone before, and think It¬self a pretty good sort of fellow,-lotIt remember that, no dinner rs such
has ever been eaten in the State Peni¬
tentiary. For there Is no dining room.
Dach man and woman must eat in
his or her cell, whether it be. the or¬
dinary prison fare or the additional
allowances for Christmas.
At the regular meal hours the. longlines of convicts put out from the coll

buildings. Fach man carries his tin
bucket, which Is to hold hls> allow¬
ance of coffee. Into the , yard thesa
men file, and take, the'r'turn to.be
served from the big pots and piles of
eatables out In tho open courtyard.Soup Is brought out In huge tubs, broadIs packed on rough tables, meat iscut- Into portions, tho whole making
an almost unbelievable total to one un-
aocustomed to such things.
And it Is all most uninviting. Wher

one sees It for tho first time he Is
likely to think that he would prefer
starvation to euch a diet, eaten Insuch a way. But If lie examines close¬ly be will see that everything is aaclean >as it Is possible to mako It,
an«t that the officials do all that tho
Legislature allows them to do.

Dining Room Needed.
Time after time, the. dlroctors have

urged upon the General Assembly the-
erection of a mess hall and kitchen at
tho State prison. In the report for
1909 to the Governor, the hoard said:

"II lo brutalizing to feed men ilka
so many animals. Ao they pass in line
their meals aro banded out to th-nn
ami they return to eat In the same-
cells in which t'iioy havo ?lept and
lived. It lakes about twenty minutes
for tho lino to pass, and In cold weath¬
er thoy return to tholr cells with their
meals nearly. If not entirely, frozen.
Tills In not conducive to good health.

"All of this can he dona away with
by feeding In a mess hall (as Is the
oase In every .uputo-date, well-con¬
ducted prison), and the saving In pro¬
visions makes ft well worth while.
"The cooking is now done in the

collars, which were formerly used as
dungeons, and from a healthful stand¬
point we feel that we cannot toe
strongly condemn this."

'(Hirers Add Views.
In tho report of Superintendent Mor¬

gan to ihc board the same' year, he
said, summarizing tho needs of the
Institution: "First, a dining room and
kitchen, the. need of which Is so appa¬
rent to an.' thinking person as to re¬
quire no explanation."
. Aad üurgeon Carrlngton, sU tb« same

time reported: "I wish to again earn¬
estly emphasize a great need for a
[decent kitchen and dining ro.im and
sanitary, up-to-date sewerage in tho

SLIDE TO THIRD.

old prison. These throe great needs
have been so often brought to your
nttonllon. ond you know so thoroughly
how .much good would 'be accomplished
If the Legislature would make the
necessary appropriations, that I feel
It Is only necessary to mention tljem."

Kxtrn* for Dinner.
Now. the Christmas dinner will be

something out of the ordinary, as 11
always Is, and, of course, the convicts
look forward to it. Turkey hus for
years past been too expensive a dish.
but something choice, such as roast
pork, whDh the convicts probably en¬
joy JiiHt as much, will bo prepared,
with extras In the way of vegetables.

So we have tho festive season and
Its spirit And wo have the extra
money-spending for the dny. And we
havo (he unusually good dinner.
Nobody knows what sort of temper¬

ature will provnil In Richmond on De¬
cember J5. 1011. Rut If It-should ho
cold, .wo have the olTlclnl report of
tyhn board for It that tho roast pork
and' tho sohp will be nearly If not
quite- frozen boforo the convicts can
net back "with It Into their cells
Twenty - minutes Is u long time, for
bitterly cold air to work upon a co\-tlection of food In the outdoors, and
tho work of cooling necessarily sets In
somo minutes 'before the first lucky
convict flllB his pall and starts the

long Uno back toward tho grim wall».'The soup may be extra good und rich,but In a frozen otate, or cvon when
thoroughly chilled. It Is not usually
sought as an appetizing dish. Evon
roast pork loses some of its flavot'
when It gct3 cold, while as for coffeothe eonvlcl who sits op his cot and-imagines ho Is getting outside of u
rich Christmas dinner would have to
be possessed of all the powers of
imagination w.hleh gifted a Poo or
gifts a Robert W. Chambers when ho.depicts tho women of to-day.

Perhaps In a few more years the
Legislature will develop sufficient soul,
or tho Auditor may find sufllclcnt
money, for tho erection of a. dining
room and of a kitchen. Possibly the
senslblllttos of a criminal arc not very
acute, yet eating In a cell, sitting on
ii cot in which tho night has benrt
spent and in which ho lives, might
even grato on the feelings of the low¬
est, until ho has spent, n fow year?In getting acclimated and until his
stomach censes to rebel.

Saw Arro Fll^htn.
Only onco In several years have alltOtO convicts been assembled at one

time. That was during Thanksgivingweek of 11110. when tho Molsants guv»!exhibition flights'In Richmond. Then
they wore all brought into tho yard
and lined up, watching for the flight
over the penitentiary which had beet,
promised; Tei t'hem It seemed.as in¬
deed was the case with tho outside
world.that the appearance of men lit
the air, going as thoy pleased, was the
boglnnlng of an ora. The men watched
the flight with the keenest interest.
Christmas of 1911 will be like thoso

which "havo preceded Jt. Some sort of
performance will bo secured, probably
of a vaudeville nature. And the "send¬
ing out" is going on. And thcro will
be nomcthlng extra for dinner.
Anything which those on the outside

want to "send In" to help is usod to
add to tho convicts' Christmas.

Thotographs on this page were taken
by T. R. Kemper, chief clerk at the
penitentiary. Mr. Kemper takes t'ho
keenest Interest In tho welfare of tho
convicts, and has taken nuniorous Pic¬
tures of the men at work or at play.'
Through his administration of tho Ber-
tlllon system, ho has become, proficicrut
with the camera.
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f^l Read over our list before buying your Christmas presents of Palms, Ferns
and Potted Plants of every varjety, including-^ [
m ACÜBIAS,
fegSOLANIUMS,
[ I RHODODENDRONS,
ÜJ ASSORTED AZALEAS,

CAMELIA JAPONICAS,
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